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Communist should be able to control his sexual
impulses. Unfortunately our men were far from
being all Communists, and their sexual starvation
during months spent at the front without ever seeing
a woman was very damaging to their morale.

Anarchist newspapers never reached the trenches:
they were kept back by the political commissars,
who were Communists in the majority.   But in any
event, it would be difficult to blame them for this
action.   The spiteful and venomous tone of these
papers, which seemed to be directed a great deal
more against the Government and  the Marxists
than against the enemy, was anything but conducive
to improving the morale of the  troops.    Conse-
quently, the Anarchists saw their influence dwindle
in many sectors of the front, while behind the front
the U.G.T. in particular managed to draw unto
itself groups of the lower middle classes which so
far had been non-political.   Membership  of the
Anarchist groups fell off proportionately as that of
the Marxist groups increased.   Thrust out of the
Government, the Anarchists were inclined to take
the view that  this  Government's  victory  might
signify the complete loss of their own influence
and their future liquidation by the Communists.
Furthermore,  the  framework  in   which  Russian
society had been moulded was as unattractive to
them as that of Fascism.   While dreading defeat